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T his month’s issue is all about experiences, and who knows more about experience and adventure than 
Sir Richard Branson. From hot air ballooning to trans-Atlantic boat racing, Sir Richard has nearly done 
it all. And, as a man who knows great experiences are best shared with others, he’s acquired a portfolio 

of properties for guests to enjoy -- an entire cornucopia of experiences, if you will -- through Virgin Limited 
Edition. Whether you’re interested in a Caribbean getaway, an African game reserve, a Moroccan retreat or a 
Swiss holiday, you can count on a personalized, luxurious vacation to tempt your senses.

“It’s quite a collection,” said Jon Brown, managing director of Virgin Limited Edition, “And I have one of 
the most enviable jobs in the world. I manage, among other things, an island, a boat, a game reserve, a Kasbah, 
a submarine, and a serious bunch of flamingos.” 

by cindi r. maciolek  |  photos by virgin limited edition

Richard Branson’s Kasbah Tamadot in Morocco is set at the foothills of the High Atlas 
Mountains. Although the property has 24 rooms and suites, it has the feel of a private 
home – a really amazing private home. 
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OF NYMPHS AND BELLES
Branson’s first love is definitely Necker Island, 

his jewel in the British Virgin Islands, where he 
maintains a home and where he married his wife, 
Joan. He found it when he was in need of -- what 
else? -- a relaxing vacation, and it has since served 
him with many years of warm, tropical breezes, 
and hammock filled days. 

Still, a jewel is not always perfectly 
polished and faceted at first. When Branson 
discovered Necker Island, it was in need of 

love – and fresh water. He couldn’t afford the 
asking price, so he put in a lowball bid. The 
realtor laughed at him, but he had to present 
it to the seller. The bid was initially rejected, 
but good things come to those who wait, and 
the seller eventually agreed to a significantly 
reduced selling price. 

So, Branson had his elusive property 
with one small catch – he had to spend an 
enormous amount of money to make it 
habitable within five short years. And, he did. 
Now it’s a favorite of all who visit.

“Necker Island, for me, is an amazing 
holiday destination,” noted one guest. “It 
has all the five-star qualities you’d expect 
from an exclusive luxury resort but without 
the unnecessary pomposity. Its relaxed 
atmosphere and beautiful surroundings are 
the perfect place to unwind and be pampered. 
Necker Island is paradise perfection. I just 
wish I could go more often.” 

The 74-acre island hosts up to 28 guests in 
luxury rooms in the Great House and in more 

secluded Bali houses. In addition, the Great 
House is the gathering point for meals, drinks, 
theme parties and an awesome view of the sunset. 
Guests can also dine beachside or poolside, 
formally or informally. Michelin-trained chefs 
are there to satisfy every gastronomic request.

Besides the aforementioned hammock, 
you can try kayaking, kite surfing, windsurfing, 
sailing or even hitting a few balls on the tennis 
courts. After a day in the sun, indulge yourself 
in one of the many spa treatments, or enjoy a 
good workout in the gym.

Guests can mix and match experiences 
on Necker, because, in addition to the island 
accommodations, Virgin Limited Edition offers 
the Necker Belle catamaran and the unique Necker 
Nymph submarine. The Nymph is generally kept 
on Necker Island but it can also go off on Necker 
Belle, depending on guest reservations.

“A friend of Richard’s introduced him to 
Necker Belle and he fell in love with it and 
added it to the collection,” said Brown. “It’s a 
stunning piece of naval architecture and seems 
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An aerial view of the Ulusaba Private Game Reserve

A sushi canoe floating on Necker Island An aerial view of Necker Island

The Necker Island Nymph submarine
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to complement the collection very nicely.” 
Necker Belle comes fully staffed, and sleeps 

up to 12 guests in four luxury cabins with 
ensuite bathrooms, flat screen televisions and 
iPod docking stations. The 32-meter catamaran 
can travel up to 1,500 miles in a custom 
Caribbean itinerary, under cruise power or sail. 
Dine on your favorite foods or experience new 
dishes at the hands of your own private chef. 
Sunbathe on deck or try your hand at water 
skiing, game fishing or scuba diving.

For a totally unique diving experience, 
the Necker Nymph is a three-seat 
underwater aircraft. The submarine holds 
two divers and a trained pilot and Virgin 
Limited Edition is the only company in 
the world that has it. Dive down to 30 
meters for up to two hours as you explore 
the spectacular marine life up front and 
personal without the typical scuba gear.

“The Nymph has stirred up enormous 
curiosity and great excitement,” said 
Brown. “Several regulars on celebration 
week were dying to go underwater and 
view the sea life and the reefs. It is an 
amazing experience.”

CHAMPAGNE SAFARI
If your bucket list includes a trip to Africa 

to see the big five -- rhino, elephant, lion, 
buffalo and leopard -- then a visit to Branson’s 
Ulusaba Private Game Reserve in South 
Africa is in store.

Branson was introduced to Ulusaba by 
people who used to work there, and he fell in 
love with the property. Located just 90 minutes 
northeast of Johannesburg, it borders Kruger 
National Park in the Sabi Sand Reserve. 

The 21 rooms in two lodges allow you to 
sleep in the bush, mere yards from the amazing 
wildlife. Rope bridges actually connect some 
of the rooms. Don’t look down! But this is 
no cabin in the woods. We’re talking five-star 
resort amenities including spa treatments, 
swimming pools, tennis courts, gym, wine 
cellar and star gazing at the observatory. And, 
if you book the Cliff Lodge Suite, you’ll be 
served by a private chef and personal driver 
for game drives.

The Cub’s Club offers activities 
for children, and an excursion into the 
local villages will complete your African 
experience. Ulusaba will also host your 
wedding and welcomes honeymooners for a 
once in a lifetime experience.

“The people and the animals are enough to 
move anyone to tears,” said Brown.

ROCK THE KASBAH 
The Kasbah Tamadot was discovered by 

Branson’s mom, Eve, while Branson was 

in Morocco for a hot air balloon trip. He 
immediately fell in love and bought it. “Richard 
chose the property but he asked me to look at 
the Kasbah to see what we could do with it,” said 
Brown. “It originally was a private house and he 
wanted to create something like La Residencia in 
Majorca, but in Morocco. Putting me in charge 
was like asking a child to go into a sweet shop by 
himself. I think the result is amazing.”

Kasbah Tamadot is just an hour from the 
Marrakesh city center, set at the foothills 
of the High Atlas Mountains. Although the 
property has 24 rooms and suites, it has the 
feel of a private home – a really amazing 
private home. 

The previous owner, Luciano Tempo, 
was a renowned antiques dealer and interior 
designer. Many artifacts from his collection 
are featured in the luxurious rooms, along 
with traditional Moroccan furnishings. 
Each suite offers a terrace, balcony or deck 
while the master suite comes with its own 
swimming pool.
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The Kasbah Tamadot was discovered by Branson’s mom, 
Eve, while Branson was in Morocco for a hot air balloon trip.

The Necker Island Belle catamaran



56 luxurylv.com  | january 2011

CORNUCOPIAOFEXPERIENCES

If relaxation is on your agenda, the 
Kasbah is definitely the place to be. 
In addition to an extensive menu of 
spa treatments, the property boasts a 
traditional Moroccan hammam. Star 
gazing is available here as well. The 
Kanoun Restaurant grows herbs and 
vegetables on site to use in their Moroccan 
and international cuisine selections.

Top off your visit by trips into town, or ride 
a mule through the nearby mountains. Certainly, 
this is one vacation you’ll never forget!

LODGE ‘EM OR LEAVE ‘EM
Verbier has long been a top European 

ski locale, so when Branson went looking 
for a ski lodge, he had to search no further 
than the Swiss Alps. But you don’t have to 
ski to enjoy the Lodge as the area offers 
activities year round.

The property sleeps up to 18 adults, with 
seven luxury bedroom and two master suites 
that can be adjoined for families, along with 
a kids’ bunkroom that sleeps an additional 
six. The kids can enjoy video games, movies, 
karaoke and time away from the adults! 

Dining can be as formal or informal as you 
wish, with fantastic dishes created by a private 
chef. The wine cellar boasts an extensive selection 
of wines to satisfy even the snobbiest oenophile. 

The Lodge offers an indoor pool, indoor 
and outdoor Jacuzzis, a steam room, a gym 
and a resident beauty therapist. Besides skiing, 
snowboarding, sledding, snowshoeing and 
heli-skiing during the winter months, you can 
take the family skating or curling on a small 
ice rink. In the summer, more adventurous 
types can go paragliding, mountain biking, 
rock climbing or white water rafting.

PRIDE & PURPOSE
When you stay at a Virgin Limited Edition 

property, rest assured, you are not only 
contributing to your own peace of mind, you 
are also contributing to the welfare of the 
local community. 

“Dozens of projects are ongoing to help 
wherever we have properties,” said Brown. 
“Orphans receive food and fresh water. Others 
get help to start businesses. Medical assistance is 
given for aids and malaria. These communities 
really feel a massive impact when we arrive. It 
really helps people get their lives going.

“In the Kasbah, 90 percent of the 
staff comes from the local village,” Brown 
continued. “Many never had a job before. 
We gave English lessons for two years before 
we opened. We source good food locally. We 
save lives as well by offering healthcare. The 
community is surviving and flourishing. At 
Ulusaba, we have the Pride ‘n Purpose charity 
to help improve the lives of those who live in 
the communities surrounding the reserve. 

“It’s quite humbling to say that you’re 
contributing to these and similar projects, 
but it’s part of what we do. We’re not just 
a commercial hospitality operation. The 
inspiration comes from Richard. He wants to 
do this and encourages us to go out and find 
ways that will make a difference.” 

THE EARLY BIRD…
Most Virgin Limited Edition properties 

are reserved on an exclusive basis, except for 
the Kasbah which operates like a traditional 
hotel and Ulusaba which also operates hotel-
style, but can be reserved for exclusive use. 
So, if you’re interested in celebrating a special 
occasion, start booking now. 

“For Necker Island, people make 
reservations two to three years in advance,” 
said Brown. “We have repeat clients who 
come every two years. If you want the 
space, you need to plan ahead. We have a 
lot of clientele that come and stay with us 
to celebrate milestone events, not only at 
Necker, but also at the Kasbah or Ulusaba 
-- anniversaries, honeymoons, milestone 
birthdays.

“Our clientele does not come from any 
one particular industry or demographic,” 
continued Brown. “People work hard and save 
for special trips, but we also have celebrities 
and others who can easily afford it. It doesn’t 
matter. We treat all our guests the same. No 
one gets overly special treatment. Everyone is 
cared for spectacularly well. 

“We don’t do online bookings. Everything 
we do is bespoke and requires a lot of attention 
to detail. We’re keen to know what’s going 
on with our guests. We understand the client 
before they arrive.”

The Kasbah is run more like a conventional 
hotel where guests pay for their own meals, 
but the other properties are pretty much 
all inclusive. Guests pay additionally for spa 
treatments or keepsakes from the gift shop, 
but generally they enjoy unlimited food and 
drink. Many of the chefs have come from 
Le Manoir aux Quat’ Saisons and are all 
Michelin-trained.

“We don’t skimp on these things,” said 
Brown. “We have to offer the best that 
people want. We get odd, over-the-top 
requests continuously. We’re in this game 
to please.

“We do have a lot of clients that visit 
all the properties,” continued Brown. “It is 
astonishing the amount of brand loyalty that 
we have. I strongly believe each property has a 
soul and a spirit. You can stay at a branded hotel 
at any city center anywhere in the world, but 
when you stay with us, it’s a home. It reflects 
Richard and his character and style. There’s a 
warmth that permeates each property and all 
who work there.”

You can find all the particulars about these 
great getaways on the company’s extremely 
detailed website www.virginlimitededition.com. 
Branson visits each property at least once 
a year, so you just might run into the man 
himself during your stay.

And, if you didn’t find the experience 
you’re looking for in this article, remember 
Virgin Galactic is now taking reservations for 
commercial space travel… q

Each suite at the Kasbah offers a terrace, balcony or deck 
while the master suite comes with its own swimming pool.


